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The advantages of using a one world tree are:

1. You are not constantly duplicating research that has already been done. 

2. It is online and searchable so distant cousins will find you. 

3. Other descendants of your ancestors may have pictures and documents to share that are already posted.  

4. You will find distant cousins to collaborate with on some of your family lines who may be able to read records you are having trouble with or otherwise work with you to solve questions. 

5. When you connect your line into the tree you may find new ancestors that you did not know about. 

6. You can often figure out immediately how you are related to a new “DNA” cousin. 

7. It is easy to send family members and distant cousins links to the family tree to show them how you are related. 

8. After you are dead and gone your research will live on.  

The disadvantages of a one world tree can be that:

1. Other people will change facts and information that you knew were correct. 

2. How can you be sure that another person’s research is reliable? 

3. You need to be sure that living people have their privacy protected.

4. Many folk do not want to share their research outside their own family

5. What if the website disappears? When this has happened to other sites people have had plenty of notice. All three of these sites allow for GEDcom downloads. 

Please note that facts can not be copyrighted see 

http://legalgenealogist.com/blog/2012/11/14/copyright-and-the-website/
Personally, I have my family tree on  all three of the largest one world tree web sites: FamilySearch.org, Geni.com, and WikiTree.com and I like and use them all for different reasons.

Some things to consider when choosing which one world tree site to use are:

· How intuitive is it to add a new person?

· How  intuitive is it to add sources and find sources on existing profiles?

· How nice looking are the pedigree pages? How many generations?

· How many online reports are available?

· How are photos handled?

The following chart of the differences in features is subject to change so please refer to the most up-to-date version on my blog at:

http://blog.kittycooper.com/2014/06/the-advantages-of-working-with-a-one-world-tree/
	Feature
	FamilySearch
	Geni
	WikiTree

	Upload GEDCOM
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	Download GEDCOM
	With software
	From profile you manage
	Yes

	Finds Duplicates Automatically
	When adding new person
	Yes
	When adding new person

	Finds Record Matches Automatically
	Yes
	Yes at MyHeritage
	No

	Displays relationship paths
	No
	Best
	Yes

	Shows DNA relationships
	No
	No
	Yes

	Easy to add sources
	Yes
	Best
	Yes

	Free?
	Yes
	Yes but more features for paid members
	Yes

	Active Community?
	Yes but not forums
	Yes
	Yes

	Google finds ancestors
	No
	Yes
	Yes


Here are a few of the things that each site is best at:
· FamilySearch

· record matching

· audit trail of changes easy to see

· easy to click around in both directions on the pedigree chart

· GENI

· prettiest of the three and most intuitive

· can start project pages easily and include existing profiles (e.g. Nobel Prize winners)

· many places to discuss online with like minded folk (e.g. projects)

· curator system to control the disputed ancestors

· WikiTREE

· Best multi-level privacy controls

· Has descendant and ancestor list style reports online

· Many DNA features and reports to follow that chain

· You can set up a feed (via email) for any surnames you follow
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